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Player Profile – Jodie
Jodie was born on the 22nd of October in 1993, thus making her 17 years old.  She is a year 12 SAASTA student at John Pirie Secondary School.  Jodie has only participated in the Aboriginal Power Cup once in 2010, where John Pirie wasn’t very successful but she had an incredible time. She is also participating this year and is hoping to contribute to her team and also to get out there and have a tremendous time.   Jodie said, “…to have lots of FUN, that would be the best thing I could get out of the Aboriginal Power Cup for this year”. 
In the Aboriginal Power Cup last year the experience was different to her.   She said, “Last time I played I wasn’t able to help my team much, I also wasn’t too helpful”. Jodie also got injured; she was elbowed in the ribs which left a bruise. 
The Aboriginal Power Cup is a great event for Aboriginal students and others who attend, she claimed, “That there could be no improvement as the Aboriginal Power Cup is a great event and it cannot be changed”.   Jodie also went and watched the Port Power vs Sydney Swans game at AAMI stadium, she said, “watching a professional game was really enjoyable, it was also chilly, but overall it was an extraordinary experience”. 
For Jodie the Aboriginal Power Cup has helped her a lot, she has also had more self-belief in herself, as she said, “coming out of her shell”.  It has also helped her to have more enjoyment.  The advice that Jodie would give a first time player from her experience would be to get out there and don’t be afraid, also don’t forget to have fun, some times it’s not all about competition.  Jodie had mentioned, it doesn’t matter if you win or lose, just have a great time.  Jodie’s most impressionable moment in the Aboriginal Power Cup is that it has helped her recognise that team work is extremely important and how loyal she feels towards her team mates. 
This year Jodie hopes to contribute to her team more than last year, which personally I think she did a wonderful job in defence, thus being her first year with only a little experience.  Her dreams and aspirations for future Aboriginal Power Cups is just to attend future Aboriginal Power Cups, to help other teenagers to have fun and for her to play more sports. 
Jodie said the job opportunities which are on offer are immense she said, “there are great experiences and also it is very helpful”. The best thing about the Aboriginal Power Cup for Jodie is the footy, not only watching but playing.  

Interviewing Jodie was an extremely different thing to what I usually do.  I have known Jodie for a little while, when I first met her she was shy and not confident, but watching her come out of her shell and to speak with no shame or embarrassment is great. She has a lot to offer the John Pirie Secondary SAASTA group and I can’t wait to see what she does. 
Jodie is also a great leader and leads by example, I hope she can teach our SAASTA mob a lot before she leaves and hopefully we can do the same. This year at the Aboriginal Power Cup I along with others hope to do her and our other Year 12’s proud, so they can finish their schooling with an Aboriginal Power Cup win. I know as a previous player and still a player the feeling you get from winning whether it’s your first year or last year it is a sensation, and hopefully Jodie can have that same feeling. 
Interview and profile by Chantel Wilson

